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Happy Fall Y'all!
NEW SEASON, 
NEW GOALS

UPCOMING 
AUDITIONS FOR 
DDA TEAMS

OCTOBER  
EVENTS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

The latest news and updates from Drey Dance Academy

At DDA, our mission is to encourage creativity, challenge and build self-esteem for all our students 

SPANISH WORD OF 
THE MONTH 

Familia, we had a jam-packed summer filled 
with lots of events, from dancing on the 

beach to partying on the street to live Cuban 
music. Now that summer is over and fall is 

upon us, it's a great opportunity to reflect on 
our goals, settle into new routines and 

prioritize our health.  
 

With the wide variety of classes we offer in 
the fall at DDA, you'll have the chance to fit 
dancing into your schedule in even more 

ways.  
If we are not keeping you busy enough during

the week, our October events will fill your 
weekends with lots of dancing and fun.
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On Sunday afternoons in Havana and 
nearby Matanzas, it’s not unusual to see 
Cubans make drums out of stools, domino 
tables, and glass bottles—and erupt into a 
spontaneous gathering of song and dance. 
After all, rumba means “party.” The lively 
music and dance form emerged in the mid- 
19th century, when the drumming of 
enslaved Africans blended with the 
melodies of Spanish colonizers—a Spanish 
legacy Africanized in the Cuban crucible. 
 
It was a protest of sorts, a vital form of self- 
expression for people denied other 
freedoms. Slavery was abolished in Cuba by 
1886, yet the rumba continued to evolve.  
 
 

A Brief History of Rumba

www.dreydanceacademy.com 
admin@dreydanceacademy.com 
 
 Drey Dance Academy

   @drey_dance_academy

Drey Dance Academy

647-522-3567

Stay Connected with us

Dancers developed different styles: the 
primarily male columbia, the sensual 
yambú, and the pelvis-thrusting 
guaguancó, Cuba’s most popular form. 
The rumba’s place in society also shifted. 
In 1925, President Gerardo Machado 
banned “bodily contortions” and drums 
“of African nature” in public. But the 
revolutionary government of Fidel 
Castro later embraced the rumba as an 
Afro-Latin creation of the working class. 
By then, the syncopated rhythms had 
already made their way into the jazz 
scenes of New Orleans and New York. 
Today’s international, ballroom-style 
rumba bears little resemblance to its 
namesake, which some say is still best 
learned on the streets. 
 

 

Mambo Social- Oct 12th

Canada Diwali Festival- Oct 13th

Lula Lounge- Oct 20th

Dovercourt Performance - TBD 

Latin American Heritage Month- Oct 11th 

Halloween a lo Cubano- Oct 25th 

   October Events

Spanish word of the month: 
yuma (tourist in Cuban

slang) 
 

SMITHSONIAN JOURNEYS QUARTERLY

DDA will be holding auditions soon to 
select dancers for our beginner and 

advanced teams. Stay tuned for more 
information.

*Best costume wins 1 month of free classes* 


